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Leaf Observation

Directions: Go outside and find a relatively flat leaf that interests you. Try your best to find a leaf that has 
freshly fallen, avoid any leaves that crumble in your hands, also avoid picking a leaf off of a tree – they 
need those leaves for nutrients! Begin the pressing process by wrapping the leaf in newspaper, then 
placing it between heavy books to dry and flatten. Depending on the leaf, it can take up to a couple 
weeks to flatten and dry. Record your observations here and glue your pressed leaf in the space provided.

Glue your leaf here:

Tree name: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Scientific name: _________________________________________________________________________________

Tree size: _________________________________________________________________________________________

Leaf color(s): _____________________________________________________________________________________

Leaf shape: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Leaf texture: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Any other observations: __________________________________________________________________________

Use the PictureThis
app if you need 
help identifying 
your leaf and 

discovering what 
species of tree it 
came from. Scan 
this QR code to 

get the free app:



By downloading this resource, you are agreeing that the contents are the property of The 
Honolulu Zoo Society and licensed to you only for classroom/personal use as a single user.  The 
Honolulu Zoo Society retains the copyright and reserve all rights to this product. 

YOU MAY: 
• Distribute and use items for your own classroom students, or your own personal use. 

• Reference this product in blog posts, at seminars, professional development workshops, or 
other such venues PROVIDED there is both credit given to The Honolulu Zoo Society as the 
author and a link back to our website is included in your post/presentation. 

YOU MAY NOT: 
• Claim this work as your own, alter the files in any way, or remove/attempt to remove the 

copyright/watermarks. 

• Sell the files or combine them into another unit for sale/free. 

Thank you for abiding by universally accepted codes of professional ethics while using this 
product.
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