
 There are currently are five species of rhinoceros that exist in the world. 

 They are the Sumatran rhino, Indian rhino, Java rhino, black rhino, and  

white rhino. Today, we are going to focus on the two species that are from  

Africa – the black rhino and the white rhino.  

 Black rhinos are unique because they have a pointed upper lip which  

is called a prehensile lip. This lip is an adaption for their diet! Black rhinos are browsers and  

they use their lip to feed off branches and shrubs. White rhinos do not have a prehensile lip  

and instead, they use their flat lips to graze off the ground foliage. 

 Although both are gray, white rhinos are much larger than black rhinos. White rhinos weigh   

          3,200 – 8,000 pounds while black rhinos 1,760 – 3,080 pounds. White rhinos and hippos are  

    head-to-head for 2nd place of the largest land mammal following elephants!   

    Both black and white rhinos have two horns on their heads. White rhino’s front horn  

    tends to be much longer and thinner than the back horn. The two horns on a black  

    rhino are usually more similar in size and sometimes, the back horn is longer than the  

    front horn. Their horns are made of keratin, and is one of the major causes of their 

threatened species. Poaching has rapidly decreased both species population. By 1970, rhino numbers 

dropped to 70,000, and today, as few as 29,000 rhinos remain in the wild 

 The current population of white rhinos is near threatened and the population of black rhinos is critically 

endangered. With the power of awareness and amazing conservation efforts, the black rhino population is 

slowly, but surely increasing!!  
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Comparing African Rhinoceros  
Directions: Read and learn about black and white rhinoceros and then on the following page, compare their similarities and 
differences.  
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By downloading this resource, you are agreeing that the contents are the property of The Honolulu Zoo Society and licensed to you 
only for classroom/personal use as a single user.  The Honolulu Zoo Society retains the copyright and reserve all rights to this product.  

YOU MAY:  
•  Distribute and use items for your own classroom students, or your own personal use.  

•  Reference this product in blog posts, at seminars, professional development workshops, or other such venues PROVIDED there is 
both credit given to The Honolulu Zoo Society as the author and a link back to our website is included in your post/presentation.  

YOU MAY NOT:  
•  Claim this work as your own, alter the files in any way, or remove/attempt to remove the copyright/watermarks.  

•  Sell the files or combine them into another unit for sale/free.  

Thank you for abiding by universally accepted codes of professional ethics while using this product. 
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